Day Workshop: Who is the Beloved? 

Workshop on Spiritual Poetry Writing and Story-Telling.
Facilitator: Paul Sutherland.

Venue: Library, Quaker Meeting House, 7 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh.

Date: Friday 2 March 2007.
Time: 9.30am for 10am-4pm. Lunch: 1pm-2pm.
Registration Form

Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email:

Fax:

Web Site:

Faith/Spiritual Affiliation (if applicable):

Nationality:

Representative of Organisation (if applicable):

Contact details of your Organisation (if applicable):

Do you have any special needs? If yes, please specify:

How did you hear about the Festival:

What are your hopes for the Festival:

Do you want to be on the Festival mailing list? Yes/No:

Cheque enclosed for £20 or £15 (cons) payable to EICWS: £

Would you like to make a donation to the Festival payable to EICWS? £

Can you publicise the Festival in advance, in newsletters, on web sites, on email lists, etc? Yes/No.

Can you invite friends or contacts to this workshop? Yes/No.

Suggestions for Future Festival Events:

Return the completed Registration Form and Cheque payable to EICWS to:

Neill Walker, The Edinburgh International Centre for World Spiritualities, EICWS, Scottish Charity, SC030155, 4 William Black Place, South Queensferry, Edinburgh, EH30 9PZ. Scotland. UK.

Ph: +44 (0)131 331 4469, email: njwalk5300@hotmail.co.uk

This event is part of the 4th Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace, Edinburgh, Scotland, Wednesday 7 February - Sunday 11 March 2007. The Festival is being jointly organized by the Edinburgh International Centre for World Spiritualities, EICWS, and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL, and with the support of many other organizations. The Festival Website is: www.eicws.org

Other Information

Festival Ethos: 

Please read the Festival Ethos Statement on the Festival website: www.eicws.org

Travel:

It is the responsibility of each workshop participant to arrange their own travel. For some travel tips see http://www.edinburgh.org/accommodation/

Accommodation:

It is the responsibility of each workshop participant to arrange their own accommodation, as required. For information contact Edinburgh and Lothians Tourist Board, Tel: 0845 2255 121 (UK), or +44 (0) 1506 832 121 (Outside UK), http://www.edinburgh.org/accommodation/

Access:

The Quaker Meeting House has disabled access.

Venue Location and Map:

http://www.multimap.com/map/browse.cgi?pc=EH12JL&title=Edinburgh

Lunch:

Please bring your own self-contained lunch, as required.

Belongings:

Festival participants are responsible for their own belongings.

Acknowledgements:

When you send in your registration form and cheque, an email acknowledgement will only be sent out if requested. Otherwise, please just come along on the day where we will have a list of everyone registered.

Cancellation:

There will be no refund for cancellations after 15 January 2007.

Workshop Information:

Professional poet and writer Paul Sutherland will introduce participants to the rich field of poems and stories handed down from Sufi shaikhs and still used today. In Middle Eastern traditions mystical teachers wrote poetry and/or told stories to help followers (murids) develop spiritually. Though different methods and styles evolve, the goal is the same: to lead the 'searcher' to focus on and long for a spiritual reality, to help the novice along their path to full inner realisation, to be able to approach the Beloved: 'To see God' as one mystic said. Authors/ mystics, such as the 13th century Persian Rumi, have portrayed this search through now world famous poems and stories. As well as introducing this body of mystical writing, poet Paul Sutherland will encourage participants to create their own poems and/or stories to help them 'reflect on' their journey toward greater spiritual sensitivity and well-being, toward an understanding of their own numinous life, to address the Beloved.

Paul Sutherland has led countless workshops in creative writing. His own poetry reflects a powerful awareness of and commitment to the value of a spiritual life with its search, challenges and ultimately revelations. His two recent collections, Holy Week Sequence and Seven Earth Odes (both published in 2004) praised by critics and readers alike, bring to light the depths of his understanding and experiences which increased slowly over many years of exploration and practice in mystical traditions.
