Day Workshop: The Healing Power of Ritual.

Facilitators: Prof Richard Roberts and Dr MaryCatherine Burgess.

Venue: University of Edinburgh Chaplaincy Centre, 1 Bristo Square, Edinburgh.

Date: Monday 19 February 2007.
Time: 9.30am for 10am-4pm. Lunch: 1pm-2pm.
Registration Form

Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email:

Fax:

Web Site:

Faith/Spiritual Affiliation (if applicable):

Nationality:

Representative of Organisation (if applicable):

Contact details of your Organisation (if applicable):

Do you have any special needs? If yes, please specify:

How did you hear about the Festival:

What are your hopes for the Festival:

Do you want to be on the Festival mailing list? Yes/No:

Cheque enclosed for £20 or £15 (cons) payable to EICWS: £

Would you like to make a donation to the Festival payable to EICWS? £

Can you publicise the Festival in advance, in newsletters, on web sites, on email lists, etc? Yes/No.

Can you invite friends or contacts to this workshop? Yes/No.

Suggestions for Future Festival Events:

Return the completed Registration Form and Cheque payable to EICWS to:

Neill Walker, The Edinburgh International Centre for World Spiritualities, EICWS, Scottish Charity, SC030155, 4 William Black Place, South Queensferry, Edinburgh, EH30 9PZ. Scotland. UK.

Ph: +44 (0)131 331 4469, email: njwalk5300@hotmail.co.uk

This event is part of the 4th Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace, Edinburgh, Scotland, Wednesday 7 February - Sunday 11 March 2007. The Festival is being jointly organized by the Edinburgh International Centre for World Spiritualities, EICWS, and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL, and with the support of many other organizations. The Festival Website is: www.eicws.org

Other Information

Festival Ethos: 

Please read the Festival Ethos Statement on the Festival website: www.eicws.org

Travel:

It is the responsibility of each workshop participant to arrange their own travel. For some travel tips see http://www.edinburgh.org/accommodation/

Accommodation:

It is the responsibility of each workshop participant to arrange their own accommodation, as required. For information contact Edinburgh and Lothians Tourist Board, Tel: 0845 2255 121 (UK), or +44 (0) 1506 832 121 (Outside UK), http://www.edinburgh.org/accommodation/

Access: The University of Edinburgh Chaplaincy Centre has disabled access.

Venue Location and Map:

http://www.ed.ac.uk/maps/central-area/

Lunch:

Please bring your own self-contained lunch, as required.

Belongings:

Festival participants are responsible for their own belongings.

Acknowledgements:

When you send in your registration form and cheque, an email acknowledgement will only be sent out if requested. Otherwise, please just come along on the day where we will have a list of everyone registered.

Cancellation:

There will be no refund for cancellations after 15 January 2007.

Workshop Information:

 Today the word ‘ritual’ is often used and understood in a pejorative way; it is thought to imply blind repetition and the control or manipulation of a passive majority by a hierarchy bent upon the preservation of its power, wealth and privilege. Moreover, in modernity the ritual function has been suppressed or migrated from its earlier roles and place in human life. In this day workshop we shall approach ritual and the process of ritualisation from a standpoint that incorporates what we represent as a democratic ‘right to ritual’ that is a natural part of life. Such a ‘right’ does not, however, excuse us from clear and informed thinking about ritual, or from the acquisition of competence in its enactment – especially when working with others. In the course of the day we shall together discuss these issues; reflect upon how we already incorporate ritual; identify our individual needs for healing; create and enact simple healing rituals; and close with a group ritual of healing for ourselves and all life on the planet. Thus conceived, the ritual process is creative and open-ended rather than prescriptive. Correspondingly, you should come with a readiness for the unexpected and with an open heart.

MaryCatherine Burgess has planned, facilitated, and co-created rituals of healing within spirituality retreats, healing arts events, women’s groups, personal growth workshops, staff development days, and Shamanic healing sessions. A Shamanic practitioner, licensed professional counsellor, and a practitioner-applicant-for-trainer in psychodrama and sociometry, MaryCatherine has worked in organisational development and quality integration at a major US railroad, earned a PhD from the University of Edinburgh, and currently works part-time as Intern Chaplain at Edinburgh University.

Richard Roberts has held the Chairs in Divinity and Religious Studies at the Universities of St Andrews and Lancaster, respectively, and he currently teaches part-time at the University of Stirling where he is now Honorary Professor of Religious Studies. Richard has taught an experiential postgraduate Masters course in ritual and spirituality at Lancaster, and has also facilitated ritual at the Lancaster University Management School and the Centre for Leadership Studies at the University of Exeter. He has trained in breathwork with Peggy Dylan and in sound healing with Chris James.
