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Edinburgh Celebrates Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace

From Wednesday 7 February – Sunday 11 March 2007 the 4th Annual Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace will bring together artists, scholars, grassroots spiritual activists and religious and spiritual leaders exploring themes of peace and mutual understanding in our world today, with particular reference to the Middle East.

More generally, all of the principal faith and spiritual traditions of Scotland have been invited to participate in this spiritual, educational, artistic and cultural and international celebration of peace and mutual understanding. Indeed, the non-political nature of the Festival allows for an exceptional diversity among the participants. In total there will be some 120 events in the 2007 Festival. The Festival is jointly organized by the Edinburgh International Centre for World Spiritualities, EICWS, and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL, supported by partner organisations.

Jean Vanier, Chief Rabbi David Rosen, Sister Joan Chittister, Professor Bart McGettrick and Bhai Sahib Bhai Mohinder Singh will lead the field of speakers during the 2007 Middle East Festival. 

Jean Vanier will give the 2007 Middle East Festival Lecture at the Usher Hall on Thursday 1 March 2007 on the subject of ‘Spirituality and the Civilisation of Love.’ Chief Rabbi David Rosen will give the 2007 Middle East Festival Conference Lecture at the Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation on Wednesday 7 March 2007 on the subject of ‘Religion and Peacemaking in the Middle East.’ Sister Joan Chittister will participate in the Tent of Abraham Forum with Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz at St John’s Church on Tuesday 6 March 2007. Prof Bart McGettrick will give the 2007 Middle East Festival Education Lecture at the City of Edinburgh Council City Chambers on Sunday 18 February 2007 on the subject of ‘Searching for Spirituality through Education in the Middle East.’ Bhai Sahib Bhai Mohinder Singh, Chief Rabbi David Rosen and Sister Joan Chittister, among others, will participate in the two-day conference on Spirituality and Community at the University of Edinburgh Chaplaincy Centre on Wednesday 7 and Thursday 8 March 2007.

Among the Festival musical and artistic highlights include visits by distinguished artists including Abdullah Chhadeh, Naghmeh Musical Ensemble, Adel Salameh and Naziha Azzouz, CANTY, Razia Sultanova, Beth Bahia Cohen and Peter Vallance, Lucineh Hovanissian, and Davod Azad.
Among the Festival spiritual and educational highlights includes a five-day a visit by Jean Vanier from Wednesday 28 February – Sunday 4 March 2007, and a six-day series of events from Tuesday 6 March – Sunday 11 March 2007, including the following: Tent of Abraham Forum (6 March); two-day Spirituality and Community Conference (7 and 8 March); 2007 Middle East Festival Conference Lecture with Chief Rabbi David Rosen (7 March); Multi Faith and Spiritual Forum on Spirituality and Community (8 March); Pathways to Peace Through Spiritual Dance (9 March); Pathways to Peace Through Spiritual and Musical Practice, and, Rumi’s Night with Davod Azad in Concert (10 March); Mindful Peace Walk, and, SUBUD Hosted Meal and Closing Festival Party (11 March).

Festival Co-Directors Neill Walker and Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz said:
‘The Festival positively affirms the diversity contained within the religious and spiritual traditions of the Middle East, as well as those here in Scotland. The Festival takes no fixed position on any political, ethical or cultural question. We intend rather to create a forum in which we can listen to one another more deeply and learn with more open minds and hearts. The emphasis of the Festival is on spirituality, and on spiritual, educational and artistic and cultural approaches to peace and mutual understanding. The Festival is a celebration of spirituality and peace, of the Middle East, and not least of Scotland.’
Contact:

Neill Walker, +44 (0) 131 331 4469, njwalk5300@hotmail.co.uk, www.eicws.org

ENDS

Notes for Editors

● Middle East Festival Website: www.eicws.org 
● Middle East Festival News Releases and Articles: news releases for the 2007 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.eicws.org, or are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk5300@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Interviews and Photo Opportunities: contact Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk5300@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Pictures: some emailable pictures for the 2007 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk5300@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Brochure: a PDF of the 52-page full-colour A5 Festival Brochure for the 2007 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.eicws.org, or hard copies are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk5300@hotmail.co.uk
● Middle East Festival Poster: the Poster for the 2007 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.eicws.org, or it can be emailed as a high resolution jpeg from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk5300@hotmail.co.uk
● Further Middle East Festival Information: further information on the 2007 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.eicws.org, or is available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk5300@hotmail.co.uk
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