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Edinburgh Celebrates Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace –

city to foster peace, love and understanding
From Monday 14 February – Sunday 6 March 2005 the 2nd Annual Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace will bring together artists, scholars, grassroots spiritual activists, and speakers from the Sufi, Druze, Baha’i, Ismaili, Zoroastrian and other lesser known spiritual traditions, in addition to representatives of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

More generally, all of the principal faith and spiritual traditions of Scotland are being invited to participate in this spiritual, cultural and educational festival of peace and understanding. The Festival is jointly organized by the Edinburgh International Centre for World Spiritualities, EICWS, and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL, and with the support of many other organizations.

Among the Festival highlights include: a Young People Debate on Peace Education and Citizenship at the Scottish Parliament (24 February 2005); a 4-day Retreat on Jewish and Sufi Spirituality (24-27 February 2005); a Day of Sharing Spiritual Practice for Peace (3 March 2005); the Festival Lecture by three times Nobel Peace Prize nominee Abuna Elias Chacour on Spiritual Approaches to Middle East Peace (3 March 2005); a 2-Day International Conference on Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace (4 and 5 March 2005); among a wide range of innovative Festival events.

Festival Co-Director Neill Walker said:
‘The Festival positively affirms the diversity contained within the religious and spiritual traditions of the Middle East, as well as those here in Scotland. The Festival takes no fixed position on any political, ethical or cultural question. We intend rather to create a forum in which we can listen to one another more deeply and learn with a more open mind and heart. The emphasis of the Festival is on spirituality, and on spiritual, educational, and artistic and cultural approaches to peace and understanding, and avoids any discussion of political issues associated with the Middle East.’

Festival Co-Director Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz said:
‘The Festival will bring together at least three different kinds of presentations. First, we hope to learn from each other about our shared traditions, as well as those that form the unique voice of any one of us. Second, we will hear from those who have been active in peacemaking on a spiritual basis on the ground in the Middle East. Third, we invite participants to share in the musical and devotional spiritual practice presented, in order to gain an experiential view of the traditions we discuss.’

Contact:

Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk3001@hotmail.com
Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz, 07005-802-580, ndk@eial.org
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Notes for Editors

● News Release: this news release is available by email from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk3001@hotmail.com
● Pictures: some pictures from the 2004 Festival and of some of the people in the 2005 Festival are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk3001@hotmail.com
● Middle East Festival Brochure: a PDF of the 24-page full colour Festival Brochure for the 2005 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace is available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk3001@hotmail.com
● Middle East Festival information: further information on the 2005 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace is available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk3001@hotmail.com
● Middle East Festival website: further information on www.eial.org
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Festival Sponsorship and Support

The Festival organisers would like to acknowledge and thank those organisations and individuals who have offered financial and in-kind support to this Festival.

Financial support towards the Festival, or to specific events within the Festival, has come from the Oneness Project, the International Network for the Dances of Universal Peace, the UK Network for the Dances of Universal Peace, the Shalem Institute, the Kalliopeia Foundation, One Scotland. Many Cultures, the Scottish Arts Council, the Edinburgh International Centre for World Spiritualities, EICWS, the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL, The UNA Edinburgh, the City of Edinburgh Council Culture and Leisure Department Celebrating Communities, and Sir Tom Farmer.

Further support has come from organizations who we have worked with to organize specific Festival events. These numerous organizations are listed beside the specific events which they have been involved with. Further in-kind support has come from a wide range of hosting and supporting organizations.

The two organizations who organize this Festival, namely, the Edinburgh International Centre for World Spiritualities, EICWS, and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, EIAL, have contributed major in-kind support for this Festival, and without their major networking, planning, management, and coordinating role this Festival would not have been possible. The Festival is a joint initiative of these two organizations, among their projects and initiatives, and is co-directed by Neill Walker, on behalf of EICWS, and Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz, on behalf of EIAL. Victor Spence and Neill Walker jointly prepared the Festival Brochure.
